United Way of Southwest Oklahoma Employee Contribution Campaign
[bookmark: your-gift-stays-local][bookmark: X9c621f3fac31db40e28180241f916ce62e74f8d]Who Can Host an Employee Contribution Campaign
· Any business with one or more employees can participate
· If your business does not have employees or your corporate office is not located in Southwest Oklahoma, our United Way team can work with you. 
How to Start a Campaign
· Contact Melissa Beck, United Way Community Engagement Manager, at Melissa@UWSWOK.org or call 580-355-0218
· Be sure to include the business name and the contact information of the person at the business.
Talking Points
Your Gift Stays Local
· Your donation makes a difference right here in Southwest Oklahoma.
· Funds support local programs addressing basic needs, health, education, financial stability, and housing.
· Your gift helps neighbors, families, children, veterans, seniors, and individuals facing difficult circumstances.
· When you give locally, you can see the impact in the community where you live and work.
[bookmark: small-gifts-add-up-to-big-impact]Every Gift Matters  -  Small Gifts Add Up to Big Impact
· A contribution of $1, $5, or $10 per paycheck can become a meaningful investment in our community over the course of a year. Just $1 a week could provide 12 meals for an individual experiencing food insecurity. 
· Employee giving makes it possible for everyone to participate—not just those who can make a large donation.
· When an entire workplace participates, small individual gifts become significant community resources.
· There is no donation too small to make an impact.
[bookmark: give-once.-help-many-times.]Where does my money go?
· Instead of choosing just one organization to support, your United Way contribution helps strengthen 16 nonprofits in Southwest Oklahoma. 
· Our Community Investment Committee, made up of people who live and work in Southwest Oklahoma, works together to decide how to allocate fundraising dollars to our funded partner agencies based on need, programming, and impact. 
· Your gift helps connect resources to the people who need them most.
[bookmark: businesses-benefit-too]How to give
· Payroll deduction - employee campaigns allow your employees an opportunity to give and demonstrate that your company is invested in the community where your employees live and work. Workplace giving can strengthen employee engagement, morale, teamwork, and company culture.
· One-time gift – a single donation goes a long way in strengthening programs that help families and individuals in need.
· Sponsorship – Sponsoring a fundraising event, like the Blue Tie Gala or Pickleball tournament, keeps dollars in the hands of the 16 funded agencies under the UWSWOK’s umbrella who are making a difference in the lives of others.
· Host a company fundraising event.  Events are a fun way to get involved and support the community.  Companies have hosted dessert auctions, Jeans Days, Penny Wars (coin collection), bake sales, chili cookoffs, and so many other creative ideas. 
